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time to the military authorities. There was no one present
to speak to the workmen and make an attempt to bring them
to reason. I do not know whether the same thing happened
everywhere, but on the Troitzky Bridge the troops fired
rashly and without rhyme or reason. There were hundreds
of casualties in killed and wounded, among them many inno-
cent people. Gapon fled and the revolutionists triumphed:
the workmen were completely alienated from the Czar and
his Government
Afterwards, when Trepov was appointed Governor-
General, he conceived the happy project of removing the
horrible impression of Bloody Sunday on the workmen.
Having secured from the employers the names of those
workmen who were reliable to the extent of being willing
to do a spy's work, he took a dozen of them to Tsarskoye
Selo and introduced them to His Majesty as representatives
of the St. Petersburg workmen. The "delegates" expressed
their loyal feelings to the Emperor, and His Majesty deliv-
ered before them a speech, written out beforehand, assuring
them that he had their needs at heart and would do for
them everything within his power. Thereupon, the "dele-
gates" were dined and taken back to St. Petersburg. On
the working masses of the capital the whole farce produced
no effect whatever, and some of the "delegates" got such a
hot reception from their comrades that they were forced
to leave the factories where they were employed.
When I became President of the Council of Ministers,*
an effort was made to have me meet Father Gapon, who,
I was told, regretted his part in the disaster of January 9,
1905, and, now that a constitution had been granted, was
anxious to help pacify the country. I refused to see him and
informed Manuilov-Manusevich, who approached me on his
behalf, that if Father Gapon did not leave St. Petersburg
within twenty-four hours he would be arrested and tried.
The following day I was informed that Gapon was ready